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ABSTRACT

The Impact of Voting Systems on Jordanian House of

Representatives Performance : Comparative Study; the 11™ and 15™ Assembly

Researcher : Omar Abdullah Ahmad Al-Ghzawi
Supervisor : Prof. Dr, Waleed Abd AL- Hai

The purpose of the present study is to identify impact of the election systems on the
Jordan parliamentary performance by comparing and contrasting legislation and control
performances of the 11" and 15" assembly.

To identify impact of the election system on the Jordan parliamentary performance,
the researcher reviewed the amended Election Statute no. (22) of 1986 in light of which
11™ parliamentary elections have been conducted, and Temporary Elections Statute no
(34) of 2001 which regulated 15" parliamentary elections in Jordan in order to reveal
similarities, dissimilarities, and identify pros and cons of the election systems enacted
by both statutes. The researcher, then, investigated election results for both councils in
order to identify similarities and dissimilarities between both councils in terms of
structure and election results. Performances by both councils of legislation and control
functions which are specified in the effective Jordanian Constitution of 1952 and Lower
House Statute of 1952 amended in 1996 were analyzed to find our variances. Public
opinion of Jordanians regarding performance of both councils was finally considered by
the researcher.

This study stands mainly on the hypothesis that: there is a correlation association
between the election system applied during the Jordan parliamentary elections and
performance by the Lower House of legislation and control functions. And in this study
the researcher employed the comparative method that compares similarities and
dissimilarities for two different cases under study which fit well with study objective.
To answer the main study hypothesis, the researcher compared election statutes under
which 11" and 15™ parliamentary elections were conducted, election results, council
structures, and performance of their legislation and control functions., similarities and
dissimilarities between the two election statutes, election results, and structure of both

councils were also compared.
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The conclusion from this study is that election systems have positive and negative
effects on the parliament performance i.e. the more single vote-oriented was the
parliament system, the more negatively affected the parliament performance. This
system allows the opportunity for clan members, capitalists, merchants and private
sector investors to reach the lower-house because of parochial loyalties that encourage
kin and clan loyalty on the expense of wider loyalties to political parties, vote-buying by
political moneys to ensure wining the elections due to smaller consistency. However,
the more multiple vote-oriented election system, the better the parliament performance
will be. The implication is that this kind of system encourages professionals and
technocrats both independent and partisans to be represented on the parliament, which
also allow professional and clan member winners in the same time. The larger a
consistency, the lesser the political moneys will be used in vote-buying to ensure
winning.

Based on the earlier reserved position regarding performance of the Jordanian 15"
parliament, this study suggested numerous recommendations to upgrade Jordan
parliamentary performance. This study calls for modifications in the parliamentary
elections statute in a way ensuring best practice and stronger performance of legislation
and control functions by the council. This can be done by adopting mixed election
system that combines proportional list, which allows wider representation of
professional technocrats on the parliament, and the individual election system, which

allows fair representation of clan members and local figures on the parliament.
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